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For MONDAY, February 20, 1804. 





A MEDITATION for NEW-YEAR’s DAY. 


[From the German of the celebrated Sturm.] 


Confider this firft day of the year as if it were the firft day of 

my life, and dare expeét from the goodnefs of my God as 
many bleflings for the year that commences this day, as I have 
obtained fince my entrance into the world, and during the whole 
of my courfe. . What favours have I not reafon to expe& from 
my heavenly Father, who, from the firft moment of my exiftence, 
yea, even before I had a being, was occupied concerning me 
with fo much tendernefs and goodnefs ! 

At the moment of my arrival in this world he caufed me to 
find parents and friends, who affifted me, who have nourifhed 
me, and whofe difinterefted love provided for me in that ftate 
of weaknefs and incapacity in which 1 was found. Without 
their fuccour, without their generous attachment to my well- 
being, could I have preferved health, and the many other blef- 
fings which I now poffefs? If at that time I had been able to 
refle& on my deftiny, I fhould, without doubt, have promifed 
myfelf many agreeable hours in the courfe of my exiftence 
upon earth. Now that I am capable of making thefe reflec 
tions, I wifh to give my felf up to the thought of my happinefs, 
and to thofe {weet hopes which it invites me to form for the 
future. I enter with the prefent year into a new path of life, 
not fo wholly deprived of all things, nor fo incapable of affift- 
ing myfelf as I was when I firft entered into the world, but 
with the {ame need of fupernatural fuccour that I then had. 

_I ftill need the foftering hand of my friends, their confolatory 

aid when dejeéted by difappointments, and their proteétion in 
thofe dangers to which I may be expofed. And will not my 
heavenly Father grant me a blefling fo neceflary ? Yes, I am 
Vol. 43. ; certain 
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certain he will; and whatfoever may happen to me in the courfe 
of this year, the Lord has without doubt already chofen a friend 
for me, who in dubious cafes fhall be my counfellor, and in 
affliftion my fupport ; who fhall partake of the comforts of my 
profperity, and be the ftay of my mind in the time of adver- 
fity. 

From the firft moments of my life, God has laid the founda. 
tion of my future deftiny. It was not by accident I was born 
of fuch parénts, in fuch a part of the world, and in fuch a par. 
ticular time, and not in another. The time, place, circum. 
ftances, and confequences of my birth, God has arranged in the 
wifeft order. He then regulated my lot, weighed the hardfhips 
which I was to endure, and provided the comforts and fatistace 
tions which fhould reftore calmnefs and ferenity to my mind. 
After his purpoles, many unknown caufes muft contribute to 
my felicity, and every thing which flood in any relation to me 
muft concur to accomplifh his beneficent defigns. With this 
firft day.of the new year, I may canfider my lot as being re- 
gulated anew. ‘The Lord who has given me a being, compre- 
hends, with a forefight which nothing can deceive, every weck, 
day, and inftant of this year. Though all that concerns me be 
hidden from my eyes, yet every thing is open to the eyes of the 
Lord, and all is regulated according to his purpofes, which are 
ever fraught with wifdom and goodnefs. If, during the courfe 
of this year, I fhould meet with fome misfortune which I cannot 
forefee ; if fome unexpe&ed happinefs fhould fall to my thare ; 
if I meet with fome lofs which I have now noreafon to expeé, 
{ fhall confider the whole as happening according to the wife di- 
rection of my God, 

Imprefled with this convi€tion, I enter on the journey which 
commences this day. Whatever may occur, 1 will confirm mye 
felf more and more in the perfuafion that Jehovah fhall be my 
God and my fatherin my old age, as well as he has been in my 
youth. If I find myfelf expofed to want or diftrefs, I will re- 
member the days of my infancy, a flate ftill more critical, in 
which the Lord had pity upon me. If I meet with unfaithful- 
nefs from any triend, this muft not difturb me ; God can raife 
me up others from whole tendernefs I may derive joy and com. 
fort. Should my life be expofed to perfecutions and diftreffes 
which I can neither forefee nor prevent, this fhall not terrify me; 
I’ will truff inthe Lord, who has protected my infancy when it 
was expofed ‘to a thoufand dangers. 

What then fhould hinder’ me from beginning this year with 
tranquillity ? I defire without anxiety to look forward, and 
abandon all my concerns to the direction of the Lord. I with 
fabmiffively to follow the path which he fhall point out, and to 
ny him dt each flep, becaufe he leads me in a way fo merciful 
ai {afe. 


Hints 
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Hints refpetting Women’s and Children’s Clothes catching Fire. 


HEN we refle&t on the many dreadful misfortunes which 

have of late years happened, in confequencé of the 

clothes of women and children accidentally catching fire, it is a 

matter of fome furprife, as well as great concern, to find fo very 

little attention paid to the prevention of fuch misfortunes in 
future. 

The following hints are offered with a finceré with that they 
may meet with that ferious confideration which’the fubjeé re- 
quires, ad’ be'the medns of engaging the attetitidh of the public 
on this fubje&t, and of adopting the following mealures recom- 
mended, or fothe more effeétual. 

There are ‘two principal obje&s which offer fot our confide. 
tation; the firft is, to prevent thé clothes froth catching fire : 
and the other, to check the progrefs of the flames. 

One of the moft evident methods to prevent the clothes from 
catching fire, is to have wite-fenders placed before the fire-place, 
of a fitfficient height to hinder thé coals from flying into the 
room ; fuch fenders are fo placed in fome parlours, but more it 
is believed for proteGting the marble hearth and carpet, than for 
the fafety of the females and children of the family. Wire 
fcreens are fometimes placed in roorhs where birds are let loofe, 
parallel to the fire-place ; fuch as thefe, if more projecting ones 
fhould be objef&ted to, might be ufed in common fitting-rooms. 
One or two ftrong metal bars would be fome proteétion, if clofe 
wire-work flrould not be liked; thefe, of courfe, fhould come 
fomé way forward, otherwife they would not be of much ufe. 
Certainly the fafeft are fenders of clofé wiré-work, projefting 
into the room, fufficiently open to let the heat through, but not 
any coals which might fly from the fire. Nurferies in particular 
fhould have this fort. 

The fecond objeét. which offers for confideration is to check 
the progrefs of the flames; one of the moft evident means of 
accomplifhing this end, is to wear dreffes of rhaterials which 
will not readily burn; but, as it is not probable that muflins and 
linens will be laid afide on.account of the danger they expofe 
the perfons wearing them to, perhaps fome method may be 
adopted which may check the progrefs of the fire in thofe fub. 
ftances. Experiments for this purpofe have been made (on a 
{mall fcale) which very wel! anfwered the end, but on account 
of the preparations ufed, (which were pot-afh and other alkaline 
fubftances), having the property of imbibing moifture in a great 
degree, it renders this exaét method, it is feared, impra€ticable. 
Would it not be of ufe, if the fociety of arts, manufaétures, and 
commerce were to offer a premium for the bef method of ren- 
dering linen and mullin dreffes, in a confiderable degree, unin- 
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flammable, and not difcolour, or injure in other refpeéts, the fub- 
ftances, rendering them unfit for ufe ? 

It has been recommended, that perfons whofe clothes have 
caught fire, fhould immediately roll themfelves up in the carpet, 
but this excellent method of extinguifhing the flames is fre- 
quently. quite impracticable, as it is cuftomary.to nail, carpets 
down to the floor, a praétice which fhould never be fuffered in 
rooms where there is any danger of accidents of this kind hap- 
pening; nor fhould heavy tables, or other furniture, be fo placed 
on the carpet as to hinder it from being eafily rolled up. 

If a woollen cloth were conftantly kept. in nurferies and fit. 
ting-rooms, efpecially when there are fires laid loofe upon the 
table, or other piece of furniture, this being always at hand, 
might be eafily reforted to in .cafe of accident, and_ being 
wrapped tight round the flames, or ftrongly preffed againit them, 
would, by excluding the air, no doubt, in many inflances, foon 
extinguifh the fire, A green baize cloth, which being very pli- 
able, and likewife a neat cover to furniture, is recommended for 
this purpofe; and if fuch were known in the family by the 
name of the ftifling cloth, it probably would as readily be ufed 
when there was occafion for it, as fire-engines and buckets now 
are. Care muft be taken to procure baize of a clofe texture. 
Where the convenience of a baize cloth cannot be eafily pro- 
cured, as in cottages, &c. a cloth cloak, or a blanket, will an- 
fwer much the fame purpofe. 

May we not attribute many of the melancholy events which 
have happened of Jate, tothe modern practice of fixing fire- 
grates more forward than formerly, and to the prevailing cuftom 
of wearing muflin drefles ? 





THE FAITHFUL SPANIEL: An ANEcDoTE. 





AM of Corinth was charged, by the magiftrates of 
that city, with a commiffion to an ifland fituated near 
Athens. This merchant had a large water {paniel, which ufually 
accompanied him in his travels, but was prevented from follow. 
ing him, in the prefent inflance, by being accidentally fhut up in 
a room. 

The merchant had not been long embarked, before his faithful 
companion found the fecret of efcaping through the window; 
and he immediately ran to the door, to fee it his mafler was 
there; but, alas! he was notto be found. By this time, the 
veffel, driven by a fair wind, was fcarcely perceptible from the 
fhore. What an embarraffment was this for the poor dog? 
What could he do? What would become of him? After a mo- 
ment’s helitation, however, be plunged into the fea, and fwam 
towards the flip with all his might. He had not got far be - 
fore 
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fore aterrible ftorm arofe.: the,lightning flafhed, the wind blew, 
the thunder rolled, torrents of rain fellfrom the heavens, and 
the. waves ‘ran mountains high, - All this did not prevent the af- 
feGtionate creature from-continuing his efforts, though he had 
not gained in the leaft-upon thd fhip, whtch had been driven 
with great rapidity, trom the violence of the tempett. 

However, the weather foou became as ferene as.it had been 
before..tempeftuous: the fun fhone with all its :fplendour, and 
the mildnefs. of the air: invited the Corinthian to come upon 
deck. . While he was contemplating the magnificent {pectacle 
of the. glaffy ocean, and the contraft of a.calm fucceeding a 
ftorm, he was furprifed by the barking of a dog, which he foon 
difeovered to be his own favourite {[paniel : he immediately ran 
to the pilot, and begged. him to flacken the courfe of the 
veflel; fo that, by the-help of a rope, they might be able 
to fave the poor animal, which was fo {pent that- it could 
{fcarcely keep itfelf above water. His  intreaties) were in 
vain.. He promifed a great recompence if his. requeft could 
be complied with, but even, that was rejeéted. The furly «mari- 
ner anfwered, that he fhould not ftop the courfe of his veffel, 
for the fake of a dog. Being anxious to arrive at their intended 
port, the paflengers were nearly all of ihe fame mind; fo that 
the poor animal was fill obliged to follow the veffel as well as 
he was able; but the wind blowing frefh, by the time they ar- 
rived at their deftination. he was entirely out of fight. The 
Greek Jooked for him in vain for fome time, but he at Jaft efpied 
him, tofling up and down at the mercy of the waves; for he was 
fo exhaufted that he had no longer power to dire& his courfe. 
He had juft rength to reach the fhore, which he had no fooner 
accomplifhed than he fell down anthe fand, and breathed his lait, 

with his head upon his mafter’s feet, 

* Unfeeling wretch!” exclaimed the indignant. Corinthian, 
“ what would it have coit thee to have been a little.obliging ? 
By faving the life of this animal, more fenfible than thy felf, 
thou wouldft have faved.me the moft poignant regret ; and, for 
a litle trouble, thou wouldft have gained this purfe of gold, 
which would have enriched thee and thy family for the remain- 
der of your lives.’ 





ELIZA LASCELLS: A Tart. 
(Continued from Page 124.) 


HE frequent abfence of her hufband had given her the 
greateft inquictude, and fhe had Jong feared that fome more 
fortunate female had fupplanted her in bis heart ; the converfa- 
ton of Sir George had realized thele fufpicions, "and fhe retired 
to 
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to her own chamber overwhelmed with grief. From her mo. 
ther fhe was determined to conceal the intelligence fhe had re. 
ceived from Sir George Freelove, knowing that fhe already par. 
ticipated teo fincerely in the forrows of ‘her heart ; and fearcely 
had fhe been half am hour in her apartment when the being who 
had occafioned. her.fo much mifery returned. 

The traces of diftrefs were ftill vifible in her countenance, 
and with an unufual degree of tendernefs he enquired into the 
caufe; lamented the cirtumftance which had oceafioned his 
abfence, and invxed her to accompany him into the nurfery to 
fee his little boy.: Thefe pretetided proofs of 4féétion were 
daggers to the bofom of Eliza, who found it impoffible to re. 
Mtratn her'tears; and the confcious Edward im*fiediatély felt a 
convittion that his treachery‘and deception had’ been found oat. 
For the parpofe’ of diflipatingiwhat he flattered hinifelf might 
only be conjeflare, he for fomie'time paid kliza thofe attentions 
fhe had long been unaccuftomed to receive, but inftead of being 
gratified by them, they gave an additional pang to her feelings, 
as fhe was convinced they originated merely in bis defire to de- 
ceive. reer) 

Still Eliza could not help indulging an: anxious curiofity to 
know the name of the female who had fupplanted her in her 
hufband’s regard, yct fhe faw not the leaft probability of having 
it gratified, ‘without applying to the perfon from whom the in- 
formation had been received. This method fhe was determined 
never to praétife, and fhe carefully avoided’ ever being alone 
with-hie again ; for though he had only requefted her to con- 
fider him im the-light of a brother, he had declared that he was 
no longer her hufband’s friend. -Accident, however, at length 
became favourable to her wiflies, for the child being indifpofed, 
fhe went into Edward’s room for the purpofe of requefting 
him to call at the phyfician’s,'as the knew he was gotng out. 
Sir Charles, a few minutes before, had fent a meffenger to him 
defiring him to call inftantly at his houfe, and im his hurry he 
forgot to clofe ‘his writing-defk, on which laid a letter addreffed 
to Mrs. Smith: -To the name of Smith, Eliza was an entire 
ftranger, and fhe knew that none of Edward’s family lived in 
Sloane-fireet; the wafer was ftill wet, and an ‘unconquerable 
curiofity impelled her to open the letter and perufe its contents. 
Severely did fhe pay for the indulgence of her curiofity, for it 
convinced her that the being; om whom fhe had beitowed her 
affe€tion, was the moft depraved of mankind; the unfortunate 
Emma became an objeét of commiferation; and in the letter 
was inclofed the following lines : 
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To. Mrs, SMITH, 
* My BELOvED EmMa, 

“The bufinefs which competied me to tear myfelf from 
you, has detained me beyond the time I had reafon to expe; 
but l'anticipate the hope of embracing you, in the courfe of a 
few days. Language can never defcribe what I have fuffered 
ftom this feparation! Oh, my beloved Emma, do you participate 
in my diftrefs? Do you feel that every moment which fepae 
rates you from your Edward, is an abfolute extinétion of the 
very purpofes of life? * What is life without paffion? fweee 
pafion of love?’ Truly do I participate in the. ideas of this 
author; life without my Emma is infipidity and difgult. But 
I look forward to the time when I may proudly acknowledge 
you as the deareft bleffing I poffefs on earth! The period will 
arrive when parental authority muft terminate; then fhall I 
publicly convince you that love is a defpifer of wealth; and 
that attraétions like vour’s might juflly entitle you to the moft 
elevated fituations of fortune and rank. Every moment I am 
{eparated from you appears an age in my imagination; Lam 
continually blaming the tardy movement of time. How do you 
{pend your time during my abfence? Have you made yourfelf 
miftrefs of that beautiful Italian air? It is peculiarly caleulated 
to the fweetnefs ot your accents, and when I fee you again I 
hope you will ravifh my ears. With wiiat delight, my beloved 
girl, do I liften to the harmony produced from the fineft throat 
that ever was beheld! Never did nature produce fuch a maiter- 
piece of perfeétion as the being I have the happinefs to addrefs. 
I long to carefs the dear pledge ‘of our affeGion. WI hen gazing 
upon it I behold the dear image of yourfelf; that refemblane« 
would be fufficient to endear it to me, even if it was the chi! 
of a perfon whom I hed never feen. 

Adieu, my Emma! Think of ime with tendernefs, and be- 
lieve that you, alone, poflefs the héart of 
“ EDWARD, SMITH.” 

Imperfe&t would be the power of language to exprefs the 
feelings of Eliza, while the perufed the Jetter yet, amid the 
anguifh of her fenfarions, {he felt that ile had. been gi wilty of a 
piece of curiofity fhe could not pardon in bherfelf. Wonld 
the amiable.Emma,” faid fhe, “* have,a@ted in this manner, had 
the been in iny {ituaiion? Ah, no! the would have been fupe- 
nor to fuch littlenefs of mind! Edward has feen fauks. in me, 
which the fondneds of my mother could not difcever; and I 
May attsibuce the alienation of his affeétions to the inferioriy 
of my worth.” ; 

This was the foliloquy which the amiable Eliza uttered, upon 
difcovering the treachery of the man who bad vowed fidelity 
to her alone; and, inflead of feeling indignant at-the bafenels 
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of his condu&, fhe condemned herfelf for indulging a curiofity 
which few of her fex could have withftood. In making ufe of 
the term Sex, it is not to be imagined that any peculiar degree 
of cenfure is to be attached to the curiofity of one; for if the 
hufbarid of Eliza had heard the fame cenfures paffed upon 
her condu&, which’ Sir George Freelove hefitated: not to ule, 
Tam inclined to believe that he would not, have conduéted him. 
felf with that honour, which muft have exalted the chara&er of 
Eliza ftill higher than ic was before. But to return to this 
amiable young woman: after having perufed the letter, fhe again 
cloled the feal, and retired to her own apartment, in a flate of 
mind difficult to defcribe. The indifpofition of her little boy 
was a fufficient excufe for her agitation. Edward had not the 
flighteft fufpicion of her having been in his room, but at the 
time {pecified in his letter made a pretence for Jeaving home. 

The diftrefs of Eliza’s mind produced a vifible.effe& upon 
her conftitution. Her mother’s fears and apprehenfions were 
moft anxioufly alarmed, and even the diffipated Sir George F'ree- 
love determined for a time to relinquith the favourite object of 
his heart. Phyficians were called in, but none of them. could 
difcover her diforder, though it was evident to the moft /Ar/ful 
that it had originated in her mind; a voyage to Lifbon was 
propofed, and Sir Charles infifted upon her making trial of it, 
as he really loved her with as much affeétion as if fhe had bec en 
his child. Eliza, convinced that it would be an expence with- 
out efficacy, and knowing that from the extravagance of “ts 
hu fband, his affairs were involved, for a length of time pofitively 
refufed to quit England, but, in compliance wit h the withes of 
Sir Charles and her mother, at length relu€antly complied. 
Convinced in her own mind that fhe fhould never. more retuzt 
to her native country, and wifhing only for exiftence for the 
fake of her child, fhe formed the refolution of vifiting the un- 
fortunate Emma, though fhe was aware that the interview would 
agonize her mind. 

As Mrs. Lafcells always accompanied her when fhe went an 
airing, fhe knew it would be neceffary to pay her vifit at an 
early hour; fhe therefore informed her woman fhe was going to 
call upon a lady in the neighbourhood, and walking'to the’ firf 
fland, got into a hackney ‘coach. 

Edward at that time was gone down into the country with his 
father, therefore fhe had no fears of encountering him in the 
interview ; yet fhe knew not what excufe to make for intro- 
ducing herfelf to a ftranger; neither was the acquainted with 
the number of the houfe. Ordering the coachman to ftop at @ 


chandler’s fhop, the corner of Sloane-ftreet, fhe alighted under 


pretence of buying fome tea, and enquired of a woman, whe- 
ther there was not a lady of the name of Smith, who lived in 
the fame fireet, “* Yes, ma'am,” replied a creditable looking 
9 young 
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young woman, “ I have lived with her for the Jaft fix months, 
but I am going to leave her to-morrow. Shall I have the plea- 
fure of fhowtng you the houfe ?” ae 

“ I will fpeak a word with you firft,” replied Eliza, — it 
you will ftep with me in the coach.” The young woman fol- 
jewed, and her companion then afked her whether fhe was in 
want of a place. “ I hope you will not be offended, Madam,” 
faid fhe, ‘* but I am going to leave the lady I at prefent live 
with, becaufe I have heard fhe is not married to the gentleman 
with whom fhe lives: though I never faw any thing to make me 
believe to the contrary, and a fweeter behaved lady I am {ure 
does not live; but my mafter’s own fervant told me that they 
were not married, and that his name is not Smith; and as a fer- 
vant has nothing but her charaéter to depend upon, I determined 
to leave the houfe; and if you, Madam, fhould be a lady who 
live in fuch fort of a manner, I beg your pardon for laying it, 
but I fhould not choofe to take your place.” 

“Iam fo far from being offended,” faid Eliza, “ that I ad- 
mire your principles; and, to place confidence in you, muft 
tell you I am the friend of your mafter’s wife; i havea flrong 
curiofity to fee your unfortunate miftrefs, who, from what little 
I know of her hiftory, has been cruelly feduced.”’ “* Cruelly, 
indeed, ma’am,” replied the young woman, “ for her own maid 
fwears fhe is married; but what does that fignify if he has 
got another wife. I am fure my heart bleeds for the poor dear 
young creature, for fhe is not feventeen, although fhe has got a 
child.” 

(To be continued ) 





SKETCH of the NEAPOLITAN ARMY. 


[Tranflated from the French of an ingenious Foreigner. ] 


E fhould have fome difficulty in difcovering the defcen- 

dants of the Marfi and the Daunians, fo renowned iu 
the Roman armies, in the Neapolitan foldiers of the prefent day. 
Their good mien, and apparent difcipline, and fine out-fide, 
conceal the abfence of all military qualities. The Neapolitans 
appeared at Toulon, like foldiers on a theatre, in groupes and 
ballets, to fill up and ornament the fcene. If pomp and parade 
had been all that was neceffary, they would have borne away 
the palm. The Neapolitan court took great pains with the 
troops, but their care went no farther than drefs and appear- 
ance; the army was a fine one, but that was all, for the different 
regiments [warmed with cowardly, treacherous, effeminate, and 
ignorant officers. The Neapolitan infantry ftood a tew dif- 
charges of cannon and mufquetry at Toulon; and a few {qua- 
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drons of cavalry were cut in pieces in Lombardy; the court 
looked upon the attacks, which the troops could not do lefs 
than receive, as fo many proofs of valour, and trophies of ho. 
nour, inftead of afcertaining whether they had made any attacks 
on their part. 

It is foreign to our fubje& to feek into the origin of their rup. 
ture with France, before war was declared with the emperor ; 
but we cannot help exprefling our aftonifhment at the condu& 
of General Mack. We are yet to learn, at leaft fatisfa€torily, 
why he fhould have undertaken, with a Neapolitan army (com. 
pletely new and inexperienced in war), a plan, which might 
have been excellent, if executed by Auftrian troops, but which 
could by no means be fuited to Neapolitans. It is no excufe 
to fay that he was forced to it. The court of Naples had not 
certainly prefcribed the plan, and the execution of it too. If 
he was unfuccefsful from the cowardice of the troops, and the 
incapacity of their leaders, it is what he ought to have expeéted 
and forefeen. If the court was abfolutely determined to begin 
the war, it might readily do it: it is an eafy matter to defend the 
frontiers of one’s own country, when the enemy is at two hun- 
dred leagues diftance. 

The Neapolitans ran away, and did not execute General 
Mack’s plans; he had no right to be aftonifhed at this; it was 
what he expeéted, and he ought not to have expofed himfelf to 
the rifk: he fhould have afted like Fabius, inftead of following 
the example of Varro. It is one of the neceffary qualifications 
of a gencral to know the capacity and compafs of his troops; 
he is unpardonable, if he permits himfelf to be deceived, or 
impofed upon, on this head; it is this that diftinguifhes a gene- 
ral from a mere matter of taétics, and true military genius, from 
the trammelled fyitem of an.adjutant; we are accuftomed to 
make an eflay of our arms, before we confide our honour and 
life to them; the arms of a general are his army; and the 

“army of General Mack was the fafe-guard of the kingdom of 
Naples. 

The example of the Neapolitan troops is a ftriking proof of 
the effe&t, which bad officers produce on their foldicrs. The 
inhabitants of Naples, and the country places, without any ofh- 
cers, than what they gave themfelves, withflood the French in 
fuch a manner, as to fave the national honour of the Neapoli- 
tans, though it loudly condemns that of their officers. The 
Lazzaroni, who are conlidered as the vileft race of beings, dif- 
played a degree of courage and refiltance, which would have 
prevenied the French from poffefling themfelves of Naples, had 
it not been for the infamous treachery of Prince Moliterno, 
who delivered to the French the cafties, which he had {wora to 
defend, and the city, which they protected. 
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What could not be effeéted by General Mack, and by troops, 
that fancied themfelves foldiers, was eventually performed by 
a prieft, Cardinal Ruffo, without either troops or money, by the 
help of a number of peafants, who had aflembled together from ° 
their hatred to the French, and were animated by their leader. 
Cardinal Ruffo poffeffed no military knowledge, but he poffeffed 
that of the human heart: he availed himfelf of this knowledge 
with addrefs and courage. Circumiftances were favourable to 
him, and he reftored the kingdom of Naples to his fovereign, 
and national honour to the people. He fhewed that, if his 
army was bad, the people were not deficient in courage; and 
that if the court had known how to feek and chufe proper fub- 
je&ts, the army might have been faithful and even ferviceable. 
The Neapolitans, when they had got rid of their cowardly, 
treacherous, or weak oflicers, delivered their country. They 
would have defended it, if their means had been more regular 
and entire. ‘This example furnifhes an ufeful leffon, in teach- 
ing us not to truft to appearances, or to fuppofe that we poffefs 
foldiers, when we have only military pretenders. Courage is 
in the heart of all people; there are certain circumflances that 
{mother it for atime, while others ferve to call it forth; but it 
is never to be extinguifhed. ‘The vivacity and intelligence of 
the Italians render them highly fufceptible of being roufed and 
led on by moral caufes: they are poffeffed of courage; and all 
that is neceflary, is to awaken and nourith it. 








FASHIONS for FEBRUARY. 


Fuxit DReEssEs. 

Turkifh robe of fine, plain, or worked muflin. Turban 

fleeve. A Mameluke turban ornamented with beads, and 
a white oftrich feather. White fhoes. A tunique of white 
crape laced down the front, and trimmed all round with filver, 
the bottom of the petticoat trimmed with filver. Head drefs 
of pink fatin velvet trimmed with filver. A filver ornament in 
front. 

PROMENADE DRESSES. 

A round drefs of white muflin, made quite plain over the 
bolom, and tied clofe round the neck with a double frill of lace 
or muflin; long fleeves of thin worked muflin; clofe bonnet 
of plain filk, or velvet. A fhort round drefs of white muflin, 
with a pelice of fawn colour Georgian fatin cloth, Vandy ked 
all round with black velvet. A ftraw hat, ornamented with a 
feather to match the pelice. 
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HEAD DREssEs. 

A white lace veil placed to fall over the left fhoulder, and 
ornamented with a wreath of minionet. Mameluke turban of 
white fatin;. white oftrich feathers in front. Cap of muflin and 
lace, ornamented with a wreath of rofes. Lace veil with a 
flower in front. Cap of fatin and crape ornamented, with bead ; 
oltrich feathers infront. Small firaw hat turned up in front, 
ornamented with a wreath of rofes; pink offrich feathers in 
front. Cap of lace and muflin. Hat of white fatin, turned up 
ajJl round with a fcarlet ornament in front. A cap of French 
velvet and lace; bunch of rofes in front. 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 

The prevailing colours are fcarlet, blue, and yellow. Orna. 
ments of all defcriptions are much worn in. the hair. The 
dreffes are made very low round the. bofowm, and the fleeves very 
fhort. Diamond, or pearl necklaces, and bracelets. Lace fill 
ornaments every part of the drefs. Velvet or cloth pelices, 
with velvet or ftraw bonnets, condtitute the walking drefs. 





An Account of an Eftablifhment at Chaillot, in France, for 
the Reception of aged Perfons of both Sexes. 





From Letters from France, written in 1802, by, Henry Redhead 
y orke, E fq. J 


HE French revolution having occafioned the oyerthrow or 
fuppreffion of the principal humane eftablifhments which 

had fubfifted in this country for a long fucceflion of ages, pri 
vate individuals have generoufly volunteered their fervices in 
behalf of the unfortunate, and have endeavoured to repair thofe 
breaches which crimes had effeéted in the order of fociety. 
Notwithflanding the verfatile and ingenious difpofition of the 
French people, they always look forward to fome moments of 
repofe, as they defcend into the vale of life; and as they do not 
cherifh thofe flrong focial afe&trons which are fo foreibly felt in 
fome other countries, they,are more at liberty to enjoy the advan- 
tagesthat are held out exclufively to any individual. Nothing tends 
more to the happinefs of fociety, than the difcovery of praétical 
methods of increafing the comforts of thofe who are. no longer 
in acondition to fupport themfelves. Nations may increafe 
their territory, and augment their population; but unlefs they 
convert thefe advantages (for fuch they really are) into the 
means of improving the fituation. of every clafs of men, they 
become objcéts of imperial oftentation, not of popular heneht, 
When a nation has increafed its numbers and power, it is bound 
to provide for its people additional means of fubfiilence; and 
unlefs 
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unlefs wife regulations are purfued in the attainment of this ob- 
je&, one portion of fociety’ may enjoy all the benefits which 
flow from political union, while the reft may fink into diftrefs, 
calamity, and decrepitude. There is, indeed, no moral or po- 
litical neceflity that beneficence fhould be ftationary, when nae 
tions are progreflive. ‘* Of what advantage,” fays a moft ufe. 
fal and excellent writer, “ is the progrefs of civilization, the 
increafe of knowledge, the accumulated wifdom and experience 
of ages, unlefs it furnifhes the means of increafing the general 
happinefs of mankind, and enables a greater number of indivi. 
duals to enjoy the advantages of political fociety, or what may 
be emphatically called the bleffings of human life !* 

I am fenfible that in our great and flourifhing empire thefe re. 
marks are hardly neceflary ; but when yau have become ac. 
quainted with the nature and object of the inftitution which I 
have feen, and am about to defcribe, I am perfuaded you will 
not be a little furprifed, that a fimilar idea has. neverentered the 
minds of any of, thofe charitable individuals, who, fo much to 
their honour, devote their time, Jabour,, and fortunes, towards 
bettering the condition of their fellow-creatures. Francois de 
Neufchateau, when minifter of the interior, caufeda very ufeful 
work to be digefted, upon the different charitable eftablifhments 
in England and Germany,,. im order to point out to the govern. 
ment and people of France, how much remains to be done in 
the bufinefs of. political economy. This work extends to fix 
ottavo volumes, but it does nat include the later inftitutions, 
which the neceflity of their circumftances have: induced the 
French to adopt. I hall, therefore, enter into a detail of the 
eltablifhment of Chaillot, which is equally praifeworthy for its 
benevolent views and its ingenuity. 

I happened, lately, to fall into company: witha cz-devant 
nobleman-of the name of Duchailla; who, during the times of 
terror, loft all his fortune, and was compelled to fhelter bimfelf 
a Berlin, I foon found that he poflefled a found and inguifi-. 
tive mind, and was thorouzhly converfant iu every branch of 
domeftic economy. Inthe courfe of our converfation, he in- 
quired whether we had in Great Britain or Ireland any inftita- 
tions which offered a retreat: for old age. I anfwered immedi. 
ately, that they were numberlefs.; and proceeded to enumerate 
many of our efiablifhments (of which, perhaps, there are more 
in Britain than in all Europe colle&ively) for the fupport of 
the aged poor. This anfwer evidently did not fatisfy him, and, 
therefore, he placed his queftion on a different footing. “* Have 
you,” faid he, “ any inftitution, wholly independent of cha- 
ritable purpofes, in which male and female perfons, after they 
have reached feventy years of age, or fooner if: infirm, can, by 
ght, and witheut afking the favour of any individual, place 

themfelves, 
* Sir John Sinclair, 











154 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
themfelves, in order to pafs the remainder of their days in com. 
fort and repofe?”’ As I could not recolle& any eftablifhment 
of the kind in England, he immediately faid, “* Comeand dine 
at my houfe to-morrow, and I will fhow you one.” On the 
next day, I waited upon him, and I fhall now relate what I 
faw. 

The houfe of M. Duchailla is moft beautifully fituated at 
Chaillot, in the Champs Elyfées, about two miles from Paris, 
commanding a moft extenfive view of the city, the Seine, and 
the Champ de Mars. In front, there is a very large and elegant 
parterre, terminating in an extenfive kitchen garden ; behind, 
there is another large houfe, formerly the monaftery of St. Pe. 
rine, which alfo belongs to this eftablifhment; and a field, of 
about four acres, bordered by a well-cultivated garden. 

In this eftablifhment I found nearly one hundred aged perfons, 
male and female, whofe manners and appearance evidently be- 
fpoke that they had figured in the genteeler walks of life, and 
whofe countenances indicated the moft perteét happinefs and 
contentment. ** This,” faid he, “ is the retreat I have efta. 
blifhed for old age.” 

You muft now follow me, ftep by flep, with M. Duchailla, 
into the diftribution of all the apartments, and the general ar- 
rangement of his domeftic economy. 

The chambers occupied by the female part of the fociety 
compofe the right wing of the houfe. Each female has a bed- 
chamber to herfelf exclufively ; and there is one fitting room or 
parlour appropriated to two females. Their clothing, if re- 
guired, is found them. 

The left wing of the houfe is occupied by the males, who 
are diftributed in the fame manner as the females, each perfon 
having a bed-room to himfelf, and a common parlour being al- 
Jotted to two perfons, in which they receive the vifits of their 
relatives and friends, without the inconvenience of being ob- 
truded upon by ftrangers. A hufband and wife have a room 
alfo to themfelves. 

Their diet correfponds in every refpe& with the neatnefs 
and fimplicity of their apartments. At one o’clock, a plentiful 
dinner is ferved up in the hall for the whole fociety, and at fe- 
ven they again aflemble to fupper. Befides a fufficient quan- 
tity of, meat and vegetables, each perfon is allowed a pound and 
an half of bread; the men a bottle of wine, and the women half 
a bottle daily. 

In cafe of ficknefs, they are removed toa particular part of 
the houfe, which is ufed as an infirmarv, where they are pro- 
vided with every medical afliflance, and experience every pof- 
fible attention; and in cafe of their deceafe, they are decently 
interred in the neighbouring church, at the expence of the fo» 
ciety ; or elfewhere, at the expence of their friends. 

\ 9 Their 





















































com. 
ment 
| dine 
n the 
yhat I 


ed at 
Paris, 
, and 
egant 
hind, 
| Pe 


d, of 


fons, 
y be. 
and 
and 
efta- 


ailla, 
| are 


ciety 
bed- 
m or 
f ree 


who 
rfon 
x ale 
heir 
ob- 
oom 


nefs 
iful 
t fe. 
lan 
and 
half 


t of 


DT Oe 
pol- 
ntly 

















THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 155 


Their time is entirely at their own difpofal. They may even 
employ themfelves in any lucrative occupation, provided it 
does not interfere with the quiet and general rules of the houfe. 
l obferved that feveral females were very profitably engaged in 
needle.work for their friends and families. What little pecu- 
niary emolumentsthey may acquire by their indufiry, fupply 
them with pocket-money. The men ufually pafs their time in 
reading, walking in the neighbouring fields, or, occafionally, 
working in the garden. In general, I obferved, they are lefs 
attive and indultrious than the women, but much more devout. 
There is among them an old abbe, whofe whole time is {pent in 
reading his miffal and other religious books; and his library 
was compofed of about two hundred volumes, confifling wholly 
of the lives of faints. Another, about feventy-four years of 
age, prefented a ftriking contraft with the former. He had feen 
much of the world, his manners were prepoffeffing, and his 
converfation proved him to be a man who had lived not fo much 
for himfelf as for others. He was pious without aufterity, 
cheerful without diflipation, and-polite without frivolity. It 
appeared he had feen better days, and been one of thofe fufferers 
whom the revolution had plundered and profcribed, on account 
of his attachment to religion. He never fpoke, however, with 
the leaft afperity of what had happened: he only fhrugged his 
fhoulders, and gave a {mile of contempt at the miferable efforts 
of his countrymen to eftablifh liberty and equality. He was 
well read in French literature, and was fond of aftronomy ; but 
his whole library confifted only of a Bible, and a Spanifh ed:- 
tion of Don Quixote, an author to whom he feemed extremely 
parual., 

Before we fat down to dinner, one of the old gentlemen en- 
tered, and with great vivacity acquainted M. Duchailla he was 
going tothe play ! This furprifed me. But, on enquiry, I found 
he had been anamateurof mufic; and that at feventy-two years of 
age his tafle for it was fo predominant, that nothing could keep 
him from going tothe opera buffa, to fee the fecond reprefenta- 
tion of the beautiful piece of the Zingari in Fiera, by Paefiello. 

(To be continued.) 
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POPULATION 
OF THE ° } 
COUNTY of DORSET. Repeine Ss Oe; ra 
rials in Dorfet- 
From the Lifts lately returned by Order of Government, fhire. 
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Chief Places. Houfes. | Males. | Females) Per fons. Years.| tifms.| rials, ag 
ne 
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Bridport 288} 1360) 1757; 3117 1730|2226/2499 - 
Beer Regis 201; 451] 485) 936 1740|2262|2112 | 
Bradford Abbas 103} 211) 26g 480 1750|2396|1878 by 
Broadwinfor 187} 498] 596, 1094 1760}245 4/1861 bi 
Buckland Newton 133] 315| 337| 652 1770|2607|2090 fic 
Corfe Caftle 152] 356) 385) 741 1780]2927/2431 - di 
Cranborne 337| 640; 762| 1402 1781|2826|2312 lo 
Cerne Abbas 165; 409} 438) 847 1782|2666|2142 pl 
Chardftock 203} 543) $52) 1095 1783|2752)2312 
Dorchefter 353| 1078) 1324) 2402 1784|2671|\2150 =| sth 
Gillingham 360} 875) g98 1873 1785|2893/2274 | 3 w 
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SINGULAR CHARACTER. 
ARLOW SIDNEY, Efq. who died lately at Cowper, in 


the 99th year of his age, was aremarkably eccentric cha- 
rater. For many years he was exceflively tortured with the 
gravel, and latterly paffed a number of ftones, on an average 
from fix to ten in the courfe of a day, feveral larger than a pea, 
and what is furprifing, he felt not the leaft pain. His antipathy 
againft medical gentlemen was fo great, that even in his laft ill- 
nefs he would not fuffer any to attend him. 

He was very partial to the drefs and company of the fair fex, 
but never had the pleafure of tying the hymeneal knot. When 
feventy years of age, his thirft for innocent and childifh amufe. 
ments was fuch, that he a€tually went to the dancing-fchool, 
where he regularly attended, and appeared highly gratified with 
his youthful affociates. About two years ago, a filter, who re< 
fides in London, was at the trouble of paying him a vifit, and 
during her fhort ftay he generoufly indeed allowed her milk and 
lodging, but for bread, and other neceffaries, fhe was obliged to 
provide. » 
- When he had any money to fend to his banker in Newcaftle; 
three of his moft trufty fervants were well mounted and armed 
with piftols, his principal man rode in the middle with the cath, 
and the other two at proper diftances from him, in the van and 
rear; in this defenfive manner they marched along, the better to 
relift any attack that might be attempted by daring highwaymen. 





REFLECTIONS. 


OOD fenfe is a feeble light, which illumines a confined ho.» 
rizon, and is fufficient to conduét him fafely whofe views 
do not extend beyond it. 
There are happy days, but not many happy lives. 
A woman, among favages, is a beaft of burthen; in the eaft, a 
piece of furniture; and in Europe, a f{poiled child. 
He is moft happy, as well as moft refpeétable, who beft dif- 
charges the duties of his ftation. 





A QUESTION, by Ruflicus. 


Farmer in my neighbourhood has a triangular meadow whofe 
three fides meafure 6, 4, and 3 chains refpe€tively. Now 
as he intends felling a quarter of an acre of this ground, he 
wifhes to know how far he muft meafure on the perpendicular 
from the bafe, to cut off that quantity, and the diftance from 
each fide of the triangle ? 
Vol. 43. 24 Anfwer, 






































158 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


Anfwer, by R. Bartlett, of Lopen, near South Petherton, toG. Coulman’s Charade, 
inferted January 2. 


Resinscons is the town you mean, 
As in your charade may be feen. 


hr We have received the like anfwer from R. Holwell, J. Squance, and 
William Strong, of Exeter; J. Whittle, of Upway ; J. Roulell, of Lopen; 
A. Kyne, jun. of Dartmouth; W. Bickham, jun. and W. Maan, of Atbbus- 
ton; aod [. Coumbe, of St. German’s. 








Anfwer, by J. Chubb, of Everfkot, to W, Mann’s Charade, inferted January 2, 


HEN Flora clothes the mountains high, 
Likewife the plains and dells, 
The induftrious bee you may defcry, 


Loading the BEE-HIVES cells. 


\*4 We have reecived the like anfwer from R. Bartlett, and J. Roufell, of 
Lopeu; R. Horfey, of Wellington; J. Channon, of Ottery; R. Holwell, 
P. Gove, and J. Squance, of Exeter; J. Whittle, of Upway; A. Kyne, jun. 
of Dartmouth; R. Bellows, of Winborn; G. Holland, of Stoke Abbot; 
G. Coulman, of Broadhemptton; E. R. Bickham, of Newton Bufhel; Wal- 
ter Bickbam, jun. of Afhburton; T. Coumbe, of St. German’s; G. Hann, 
jun, of Stoke Abbott; and Reclufe, of Awlilcombe. 
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A CHARADE, by W. G. 





\ HEN winds arife, and madd’ning tempefts roar, 
And Neptune reigns triumphant o’er the main, 
*Tis then the mariner, with all his might, 
Unwearied tries my welcome firft to gain. 


Then at an inn, perhaps, my next you'll fec, 
A due attendant at the fumptuous board ; 

And he, without a doubt, expeéts a fee, 
From either a nich knight or noble lord. 


Now if thefe parts, ingenious youths, you join, 
Without a doubt you’! find my occupation; 
And may I ever, while in office, be 
A fubje& true both to the king and nation. 


ee ~ ee ee 


An ENIGMA, by R. Holwell, of Exeter. 
CO more, kind youths, for youto find my name, 


I at your bar an humble fuppliant am; 
My harden’d head will firft, and quickly thew, 
From whence doth Boreas puff his cheeks and blow; 
I ufeful am to thofe upon the fea, 
To find their latitude they come to me ; 
Both north and fouth I quickly let them know, 
And oft point out the way they are to go; 
By this you'll fee I am a noted rover; 
And the known world do travel almofl over ; 
¥n hurricanes and tempefis often am, 
Seldom feel wet, altho’ the ocean ican ; 
But do not think that flormy rains I fear, 
My head is hard, and many a florm will bear; 
Seamen and landmen both know well my worth, 
Foul wind or fairl boldly face the north, 
6 POETRY. 
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For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
FAIR SALL Ys PRAVE B 
By Wir.iam StrONG, of Exeter. 


Lord of Hofts! who from thy throne beholds 
The frail enjoyments here of our poor fouls; 
Who giv’ the word, and lo! hoarfe thunders burft, 
And worlds on worlds in endlefs nights inymers’d ; 
Who wich thy arm fuftains a thoufand globes, 
And clad fair nature in her various robes ; 
O hear my pray’r, and ftretch thy mighty arm, 
And the fierce hurricane of rage difarm; 
Breathe but the word, and lo! thy myriads prefs 
From north to fouth, from diftant eaft to weft; 
With utmoft {peed to trump the new decree, 
Lo! all is calm, the tempeft bows to thee. 


Look, Gracious Sovereign! from thy throne of grace, 
On my petition with a fav’ring face! 
Grant my defire, O God! my William fave; 
Nor let him fink into a youthful grave; 
Vix gentle zephyrs in the {welling fail, 
And waft him, lee from harm, from ifle to ifle ; 
Give him a port whene’er he ftands in need, 
Succefs and glory in each virtuous deed ; 
A guardian angel, as a watchful page, 
To fhield him from the battle’s direful rage; 
Thefe boons I afk in the Redeemer’s name, 
To whom be glory, praifc, and endlefs fame. 


et 

















Stanzas addrefd to a Redbreaft, and written near the Sea-Shore. 


WEET folitary bird! perchance thy plaintive lay, 
) When orient beams have ting’d the conta dawn, 
Or at the filent folemn clofe of day, 

Has oft times charm’d dear Frankville’s peaceful lawn. 


And foftly warbling round the well-known hall, 
(Where fond remembrance dwells on pleafures paft, 
But ah, {weet bird! thofe joys were not to laft) 

Thy fong has echo’d from the garden wall. 


Perchance thofe elms which fhade the grafly lane 
Have been thy fhelter from the inclement ftorm, 
And cre thy notes were whiflled to the main, 
Firlt gave a twig to perch thy little form. 


AndO! when wintry fnows, with blafts fevere, 
Thy frozen wings have tempted to the door, 
Perchance that hand, to me for cver dear, 
Has thrown thee crumbs upon the quarried floor, 


Then why, lorn bird? forfake thy native plains, 
Where ev’ry joy, where ev’ry beauty reigns, 

‘To lonely wander on this wild retreat, 

Where billows roar, and florms tremendous beat! 
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we fly not robin! fav’rite of the grove! 
or think, fweet bird! 1’d harm thy rofy breaft. 
O me! thy penfive dirge I dearly love, 

It fooths my foul, and lulls my cares to reff. 


Yet flay not here, but wing thy fpeedy flight, 
To that dear fcene which now my fancy views, 

To Frankville’s plains return, ere gloomy night 
Shall o’er the world her fable veil diffufe, 


There tune thy fonnet all the live-long day, 
Thro’ each fymphonious firain extatic roll; 

Perhaps while chanting from fome friendly fpray, 
Thy fong may charm below’d Elvira’s foul, 


And O! when wintry winds are o’er, 
When [pring fhall deck the fields once more, 
When fummer comes with garlands bland, 
And leads a heav’nly lovely band, 
In Frankville’s dear delightful dales, 
Her verdant lawns, and primrofe vales, 
With thee, my fav’rite bird, I'l] dwell ; 
And O! till then, {weet redbreaft, fare thee well! 


Childwell. FRANKVILLE. 





A WINTER EVENING AT HOME. 
[From Bowles’s Poems. | 


rae moon, who at the chilly day’s decline 
OF tharp December, thro’ my cottage pane 
Doft lovely look, fmiling, tho’ in thy wane; 
In thought, to {cenes, tranquil and bright as thine, 
Wanders my heart, whilft I by turns furvey 
Thee flowly wheeling on thy ev’ning way ; 
And this my fire, whofe dim, unequal light, 
a glimmering, bids cach fhadowy image fall 
ombrous and ftrange upon the dark’ning wall, 
Ere the long evening fetsin deepeft night! 
Yer thy Rill orb, feen thro’ the freezing haze, 
Shines calm and clear without: and whilft I gaze, 
I think—around me in this twilight room— 
I but remark mortality’s fad gloom; 
Whilft hope and joy, cloudlefs and foft, appear 
In the {weet beam that lights thy diftant {phere. 


GS 





SONNET. 


S, in quick change, the night fucceeds to day— 
Firft the bright landf{cape dancing fun-beams chear ; 
Then darknefs fhadows all—fo hope and fear 
Within my bofom hold divided fway. 
Fear thus in warning accents fpeaks—beware! 
Check thy fond dream: for know, fome youth more bicf 
Aod worthier far, his tender fuit had pre{s’d, 
Erc thou waft known, and won the yielding fair. 
But were fhe, as the boundlefs ether free, 
Scarce feen—can hope be thine? Here hope replies, 
Recalls the angel foftnefs of her eyes, 
And foothing, fays, her thoughts are fix’d on me. 
Ah, flatterer, hope! lo fear! with {wift intrufion, 
Keturns to diflipate thy fweet illufion. 
PHILO.CLAYBROOK,. 
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